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Marting, the See's Permenpil Ob-

York, apoks. io i First

- deaih-fiked 201h century? Tha easentlal

questions of war and peace preocoupy
humanily and deserve Ihs ulmost intro-
spection of this commities.

We can draw a measwre of hope that
peace wili bs ow ecoomplishment In
iha vyears shead bechuse of the
achlevamants of the past few ysars: the
ending of the Cold War, reduclions of
mélitary forces in Europs, the Chemical
Waspona Trealy, rediclions of nuclesr
weapons by e two foramos! auclear
weapons Siates, the indelinite. sxtension
-of the Non-Prollieration Trealy, the
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Nuclear weapons can ‘ A
The Holy See's Observer at: the United Nations calls for an nnequivocal commitment to the abolition of nuclear arms
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weapons,

land-mines can be done away

)

the efforis needed lo fres humanlly from this mﬁrgs.

many wairing couniriss, indaed In re-
cant conllicls mora people ara kitled by
short-range  small  wsapons than by
weapons of mass desiruclion. The
{ragedy of this rend s that more human
beings, Including children, ars forced ic

We cannotl simuflaneously
pay for war and peace

Thess searing facts of militarism re-
mind us of how lar the world still has 1o

Ry

not be justified and deserve condemnation

eounkrdes,

did fn 1987, Mitllary sxpendiures of the
NATQ coundries. ans now. mors (hen. 10

sconomic developmeni and othar urgan
soclal nseds of lerge and wulnerable

~ popuisiions. Soms 1.3 blillon people are

40 poor that ey cannol maet their ba-
sic nasde for food and shalter. Sixty per
cent of humanity lives on lesa than $2 a
duy, Oespiia some remerkable success
in human divelopment in some faat-
growing economles, mors than 100
counirles are worse off loday than they
wore 18 ysars ago, Each yesr between
13 and 18 milllon people, most of thein
chilldren, dle fram hunger snd poverty-




linanclal resourcing o enhanclng e,
nol Ing death. A transkrmation of

ance of 1647, musi be

mm tham the rght & llve In
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The [Mernallonal conwmunlly, whan
awskaoed, has shown that it can indsed
move {0 strengthen human secwrly, The
work fostered by the Oltawa Process In
producing a Wreaty banaing ths produc-
fion, export and use of ant-personnel
lsnd-mines reflects the strenglhs of
compasslon and

The work that mhmw
done [n calllng for negotiations (sading

The Holy See has previously staled In
ihis Commitise: “The world must move
fo the abollllon of nuclear weapons
through a univereal, non-dlscriminatory-
ban whh (Mensive. inspection by 8 unk
varsal authorily®. Todsy we repsal
thoss words, conaclous that there ls &
gathering momentum of world oplnfon
ks support of the compiete elbminetion of
nulcenr wenpons, This i a mocal chal-
lenge, a legal chaflenge and a polilical
challenge, That muliple-based chak
lenge must be met by the application of
our humanity,



